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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 

1 . In response filed July 7 2006, the applicant amended claims 13,21, 25, 34. No 
new claims have been introduced and no claims have been cancelled. Claims 13-37 
are pending in the current application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13-15, 21, and 25-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

For the purpose of this response, claim 13 is taken as a representation of the 
independent claims that are pending in the application. 

The applicants amended claim 13 to now recite the limitation of determining if the 
postal indicia and he ad slogan may be printed in a single physical pass of the envelope 
through the print position of the path of travel postage printing system. The applicant 
argue that U.S. Pat No. 6,982,808 to Ogg et al that while the reference disclose 
rendering a print buffer in multiple passes in software, the reference does not teach or 
suggest multiple physical passes of the print media through the feed path. 

Ogg et al disclose that the software performs a first set of adjustments to the 
drawing surface and renders the textual components... The client software preferably 
stores the image information for the graphic components as well as the corner 
coordinate points of the location where the image of the graphic components are to be 
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printed. Once the textual information is rendered, the client software preferably adjusts 
the drawing surface a second time. The client software traverses the list of saved 
images of the graphic components, rendering them for printing using the new 
coordinates, (col 19: lines 27-45) In short, Ogg et al disclose that the software renders 
textual components and then stores those components, then the software adjusts the 
drawing surface for a second set of components. Thus it can be see that Ogg et al's 
invention performs multiple passes virtually. It has beeg the norm in the industry to 
change previously physically performed events into events that are done virtually to 
mimic those physical steps. The motivation behind performing events virtually can be 
attributed to factors such as efficiency, cost savings, time savings and safety. While 
Ogg et al does not expressly disclose sending an envelope physically through a printer 
multiple times, the examiner submits that since the prior teaches multiple passes 
virtually it would have been obvious at the time of the invention that multiple physical 
passes are also possible if not well know in the arts. 

As evidence, U.S. Pat No. 6,389,327 to Thiel discloses sending an envelope 
through a printer multiple times physically to print franking and addressing indicia, (col 
3: lines 40-60) Therefore it would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made for Ogg et al to also perform multiple physical passes. Instead of rotating the 
drawing canvas in software as down by Ogg et al, the envelope can simply be rotated 
and send back to the printer as disclosed by Thiel. Thiel provides the specific 
motivation for Ogg et al to perform such feature to be able to create an economic mail 
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processing system with a machine that is flexibly designed for various printing jobs, (col 
2: lines 49-54) 

3. In response to the applicant's request that a copy of the provisional application of 
Ogg et al to be provided to the applicant. The examiner directs the applicant to MPEP 
§1.19 for supplying documents. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 13-15, 21, 25-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat No. 6982808 to Ogg et al in view of U.S. Pat No. 6,389,327 
to ThieL 

Referring to claim 13: 

A postage printing system, comprising: 

A registration wall; (Fig 12) 

A transport device for feeding an envelope having plurality of lateral edges in a 
path of travel through the postage printing system where one of the plurality of lateral 
edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: lines 24- 
26) 
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A printer capable of printing a postal indicia and an ad slogan on the envelope, 
the printer being located in proximity to the path of travel so as to define a print position; 
(Fig 3; col 6: lines 42-45) 

A control system in operative communication with the transport device and the 
printer, the control system for: 

Obtaining an indication from an operator of a selected print location for the ad 
slogan; and (Fig 7; col 8: lines 42-45) 

Determining if the postal indicia and the ad slogan may be printed in a single 
physical pass of the envelope through the print position of the path of travel postage 
printing system. 

Ogg et al disclose that the software renders textual components and then stores 
those components, then the software adjusts the drawing surface for a second set of 
components, (col 19: lines 17-26) Ogg et al does not expressly disclose multiple 
physical passes. 

Thiel discloses sending an envelope through a printer multiple times physically to 
print franking and addressing indicia, (col 3: lines 40-60) Therefore it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to also perform multiple 
physical passes. Instead of rotating the drawing canvas in software as down by Ogg et 
al, the envelope can simply be rotated and send back to the printer as disclosed by 
Thiel. Thiel provides the specific motivation for Ogg et al to perform such feature to be 
able to create an economic mail processing system with a machine that is flexibly 
designed for various printing jobs, (col 2: lines 49-54) 
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Referring to claim 14: 

The postage printing system of claim 13, wherein: 

If the control system determines that the postal indicia and the ad slogan cannot 
be printed in a single pass through the postage printing system, then the postal indicia 
is printed in one pass through the postage printing system and the ad slogan is printed 
in another pass through the postage printing system, (col 19: lines 23-45) 

Referring to claim 15: 

The postage printing system of claim 14, wherein: 

Before the another pass through the postage printing system, the control system 
provides the operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the 
envelope through the postage printing system based upon the selected print location. 
(Fig 23, 24; col 19: lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 21: 

A postage printing system, comprising: 

A registration wall; (Fig 12) 

A transport device for feeding an envelop having a plurality of lateral edges in a 
path of travel through the postage printing system where one of the plurality of lateral 
edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: lines 24- 
26) 
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A printer capable of printing a postal indicia and an ad slogan on the envelope, 
the printer being located in proximity to the path of travel so as to define a print position; 
(Fig 3; col 6: lines 42-45) 

A control system in operative communication with the transport device and the 
printer, the control system for: 

Causing the postal indicia to be printed in one physical pass through the path of 
travel of the postage printing system and the ad slogan to be printed in another physical 
pass through the path of travel of the postage printing system; and 

Ogg et al disclose that the software renders textual components and then stores 
those components, then the software adjusts the drawing surface for a second set of 
components, (col 19: lines 17-26) Ogg et al does not expressly disclose multiple 
physical passes. 

Thiel discloses sending an envelope through a printer multiple times physically to 
print franking and addressing indicia, (col 3: lines 40-60) Therefore it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to also perform multiple 
physical passes. Instead of rotating the drawing canvas in software as down by Ogg et 
al, the envelope can simply be rotated and send back to the printer as disclosed by 
Thiel. Thiel provides the specific motivation for Ogg et al to perform such feature to be 
able to create an economic mail processing system with a machine that is flexibly 
designed for various printing jobs, (col 2: lines 49-54) 

Before the another physical pass through the path of travel of the postage 
printing system, providing the operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of 
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feeding the envelope through the postage printing system based upon a selected print 
location. (Fig 23, 24; col 19: lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 25: 

A method of operating a postage printing system, the method comprising: 
Feeding an envelope having a plurality of lateral edges in a path of travel through 
the postage printing system and along a registration wall where on of the plurality of 
lateral edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: 
lines 24-26) 

Defining a print position where a postal indicia and an ad slogan may be printed 
on the envelope; (Fig 14A-B; col 14: lines 31-55; col 15: lines 47-54;) 

Obtaining an indication from an operator of a selected print location for the ad 
slogan; and (Fig 7; col 8: lines 42-45) 

Determining if the postal indicia and the ad slogan may be printed in a single 
physical pass through the print position of the path of travel of the postage printing 
system. 

Ogg et al disclose that the software renders textual components and then stores 
those components, then the software adjusts the drawing surface for a second set of 
components, (col 19: lines 17-26) Ogg et al does not expressly disclose multiple 
physical passes. 

Thiel discloses sending an envelope through a printer multiple times physically to 
print franking and addressing indicia, (col 3: lines 40-60) Therefore it would have been 
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obvious at the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to also perform multiple 
physical passes. Instead of rotating the drawing canvas in software as down by Ogg et 
al, the envelope can simply be rotated and send back to the printer as disclosed by 
Thiel. Thiel provides the specific motivation for Ogg et al to perform such feature to be 
able to create an economic mail processing system with a machine that is flexibly 
designed for various printing jobs, (col 2: lines 49-54) 

Referring to claim 26: 

The method of claim 25, wherein: 

If the postal indicia and the ad slogan cannot be printed in a single pass through 
the postage printing system, then the postal indicia is printed in one pass through the 
postage printing system and the ad slogan is printed in another pass through the 
postage printing system, (col 19: lines 27-45) 

Referring to claim 27: 

The method of claim 26, further comprising the step(s) of: 
Before the another pass through the postage printing system, providing the 
operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the envelope through 
the postage printing system based upon the selected print location. (Fig 23, 24; col 19: 
lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 28: 

The method of claim 27, further comprising the step(s) of: 

Detecting a distinguishing characteristic of the envelope; and (col 19: lines 30-33) 

During the another pass: 
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Determining a feed orientation of the envelope based on detecting the 
distinguishing characteristic; (col 19: lines 40*45) 

Comparing the fed orientation with the anticipated orientation; and (col 19: lines 

4-16) 

Bypassing printing of the ad slogan if the fed orientation and the anticipated 
orientation do not correspond, (col 15: lines 55-58) 
Referring to claim 29: 
The method of claim 28, wherein: 

The one pass occurs prior to the another pass; and (col 19: lines 27-30) 
The distinguishing characteristic of the envelope is the postal indicia, (col 19: 
lines 17-22) 

Referring to claim 30: 

The method of claim 29, wherein: 

The postal indicia is printed along a top edge of the envelope; and (Fig 1, Fig 8) 
Further comprising the step(s) of: 

If the selected print location is along a bottom edge of the envelop, printing the 
ad slogan upside down so that the postal indicia and the ad slogan both read right side 
up when the envelope is viewed properly, (col 15: lines 37-40, 47-54) 

Referring to claim 31: 

The method of claim 26, further comprising the step(s) of: 

Detecting a distinguishing characteristic of the envelope; and (col 19: lines 30-33) 

During the another pass: 
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Determining a feed orientation of the envelope based on detecting the 
distinguishing characteristic; (col 19: lines 40-45) 

Comparing the fed orientation with the anticipated orientation; and (col 19: lines 

4-16) 

Bypassing printing of the ad slogan if the fed orientation and the anticipated 
orientation do not correspond, (col 15: lines 55-58) 
Referring to claim 32: 
The method of claim 31 , wherein: 

The one pass occurs prior to the another pass; and (col 19: lines 27-30) 
The distinguishing characteristic of the envelope is the postal indicia, (col 19: 
lines 17-22) 

Referring to claim 33: 

The method of claim 29, wherein: 

The postal indicia is printed along a top edge of the envelope; and (Fig 1, Fig 8) 
Further comprising the step(s) of: 

If the selected print location is along a bottom edge of the envelop, printing the 
ad slogan upside down so that the postal indicia and the ad slogan both read right side 
up when the envelope is viewed properly, (col 15: lines 37-40, 47-54) 

Referring to claim 34: 

A method of operating a postage printing system, the method comprising the 
step(s) of: 
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Feeding an envelope having a plurality of lateral edges in a path of travel through 
the postage printing system and along a registration wall where one of the plurality of 
lateral edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: 
lines 24-26) 

Defining a print position where a postal indicia and an ad slogan may be printed 
on the envelope; (Fig 14A-B; col 14: lines 31-55; col 15: lines 47-54;) 

Causing the postal indicia to be printed in one physical pass through the path of 
travel of the postage printing system and the ad slogan to be printed in another physical 
pass through the path of travel of the postage printing system; and 

Ogg et al disclose that the software renders textual components and then stores 
those components, then the software adjusts the drawing surface for a second set of 
components, (col 19: lines 17-26) Ogg et al does not expressly disclose multiple 
physical passes. 

Thiel discloses sending an envelope through a printer multiple times physically to 
print franking and addressing indicia, (col 3: lines 40-60) Therefore it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made for Ogg et al to also perform multiple 
physical passes. Instead of rotating the drawing canvas in software as down by Ogg et 
al, the envelope can simply be rotated and send back to the printer as disclosed by 
Thiel. Thiel provides the specific motivation for Ogg et al to perform such feature to be 
able to create an economic mail processing system with a machine that is flexibly 
designed for various printing jobs, (col 2: lines 49-54) 
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Before the another pass through the postage printing system, providing the 
operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the envelope through 
the postage printing system based upon a selected print location. (Fig 23, 24; col 19: 
lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 35: 

The method of claim 34, further comprising the step(s) of: 

Detecting a distinguishing characteristic of the envelope; and (col 19: lines 30-33) 

♦ 

During the another pass: 

Determining a feed orientation of the envelope based on detecting the 
distinguishing characteristic; (col 19: lines 40-45) 

Comparing the fed orientation with the anticipated orientation; and (col 19: lines 

4-16) 

Bypassing printing of the ad slogan if the fed orientation and the anticipated 
orientation do not correspond, (col 15: lines 55-58) 
Referring to claim 36: 
The method of claim 35, wherein: 

The one pass occurs prior to the another pass; and (col 19: lines 27-30) 
The distinguishing characteristic of the envelope is the postal indicia, (col 19: 
lines 17-22) 

Referring to claim 37: 
The method of claim 36, 
Further comprising the step(s) of: 
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If the selected print location is along a bottom edge of the envelop, printing the 
ad slogan upside down so that the postal indicia and the ad slogan both read right side 
up when the envelope is viewed properly, (col 15: lines 37-40, 47-54) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 16-20, 22-24 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The closest prior art of record is U.S. Pat No. 6,982,808 to Ogg et al. 

Ogg et al disclose a postage and ad printing system where depending on the 
margin requirements and the placement of the postage indicia the system is capable of 
printing an ad slogan on an envelope with the postage indicia. 

As per claim 16 and 22, the closest prior art of record fails to teach or suggest 
using a scanner to detect distinguishing characteristic of the envelope to decide an 
orientation of the envelope for printing an ad slogan. Claims 17-20 depends on claim 
16 and claims 23-24 depend on claim 22, thus are allowable for the same reason. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Wu whose telephone number is (571)272-3136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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